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President's  Report. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Miami  University: 
Gentlemen  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  first  annual 
report.  Upon  the  third  day  of  July  last,  greatly  to  the  re- 
gret of  all  the  friends  of  the  institution,  Rev.  Wm.  O. 
Thompson,  D.  D.  LL,.  D.,  tendered  to  you  his  resignation 
of  that  trust  which  for  eight  years  he  had  administered 
wTith  such  conspicuous  ability,  gaining  honor  for  himself 
and  rendering  most  valuable  service  to  the  University.  By 
your  action  at  that  time  Rev.  William  J.  McSurely  D.  D. 
was  appointed  to  serve  as  President  Pro  Tern,  until  such 
time  as  a  permanent  executive  officer  should  be  secured. 
During  the  greater  part  of  the  summer  vacation  the  interests 
of  the  University  were  wisely  and  safely  cared  for  by  him. 
Upon  the  15th  day  of  August  you  made  choice  of  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  for  the  high  office  within  your  gift.  He  im- 
mediately assumed  the  responsibility  and  at  the  earliest 
possible  day  removed  to  this  new  field  of  labor.  It  was 
however  but  a  few  days  before  the  opening  of  the  collegiate 
year  that  he  became  a  resident  of  Oxford.  Called  thus  sud- 
denly to  unfamiliar  work  and  at  a  season  when  the  multi- 
tudinous duties  of  a  college  president  crowd  upon  each 
other  with  more  than  common  force  and  rapidity  the  diffi- 
culties and  perplexities  of  his  position  can  be  better  im- 
agined than  described.  In  this  hour  of  need  valuable 
assistance  was  rendered  by  the  former  president,  whose  ex- 
perience was  laid  under  tribute  for  the  benefit  of  the  new 
administration.  Different  members  of  the  faculty  likewise 
volunteered  such  information  as  was  in  their  possession,  and 
did  what  was  in  their  power  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  the 
new  official.  In  this  connection  I  wish  also  to  make  grate- 
ful acknowledgment  of  the  great  help  furnished  by  the 
Board's  Advisory  Committee  throughout  the  year.  At  the 
cost  of  considerable  time  and  labor  to  themselves,  they  have 
placed  both  the  president  and  the  University   under  great 
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obligations  for  the  very  efficient  service  rendered  by  them. 
I  urgently  recommend  that  they  be  reappointed  to  the  same 
service  for  the  coming  year. 

It  is  proper  at  the  beginning  of  my  report  that  atten- 
tion should  be  called  to  the  serious  losses  sustained  by  the 
University  during  the  past  year.  Two  staunch  friends  and 
valued  servants  have  been  stricken  down  by  the  hand  of 
death.  One  of  these,  James  M.  L,ansdowne,  Esq.,  of 
Greenville,  was  appointed  trustee  in  1898  and  served  until 
his  death,  in  October  last.  Although  the  time  of  his  official 
connection  with  the  University  was  brief,  it  was  long 
enough  to  give  proof  of  his  efficiency  and  abiding  interest 
in  its  welfare.  Two  of  his  sons  at  different  times  have  been 
committed  to  our  care  and  training.  The  other  loss  is  that 
of  Mr.  Sutton  C.  Richey ,  who  for  a  generation  past,  has  been 
closely  identified  with  the  life  of  Miami  University.  Dur- 
ing the  years  1854  and  1855  he  was  a  student  here.  June 
23d,  1869  he  was  elected  treasurer  and  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death  on  May  2d,  brought  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
that  important  office  unquestioned  integrity,  rare  business 
ability,  painstaking  care  and  attention  to  details  that  ad- 
mirably fitted  him  for  that  work.  These  added  to  that 
urbanity  of  manners  which  were  a  striking  personal  char- 
acteristic made  him  an  ideal  treasurer,  one  in  whose  hand 
the  interests  of  the  University  were  felt  to  be  safe,  and  with 
whom  those  having  business  relations  found  it  pleasant  to 
deal.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  suggest  that  suitable 
action  be  taken  by  you  concerning  these  deaths,  knowing 
as  I  do  the  forwardness  of  your  minds  to  do  honor  to  these 
trusted  and  faithful  servants. 

On  account  of  residence  in  another  state,  another 
familiar  and  cherished  name  disappears  from  your  roll,  Mr. 
Stewart  M.  Brice,  of  New  York.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret 
to  us  all  that  we  are  not  privileged  to  have  still  upon  our 
governing  body,  a  representative  of  the  family  of  the  Uni- 
versity's life-long  friend  and  generous  benefactor,  Calvin  S. 
Brice. 
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THE  FACULTY. 

All  the  members  of  the  Faculty  have  been  at  their 
posts  throughout  the  year  and  have  met  their  classes  reg- 
ularly with  remarkably  few  interruptions  occasioned  by 
sickness  or  any  other  cause.  With  great  pleasure  I  bear 
testimony  to  the  high  quality  of  the  service  that  they  have 
rendered  and  to  the  fidelity  with  which  they  managed  the 
trust  committed  to  them.  From  outside  sources  has  come 
during  the  year  public  recognition  of  the  scholarship  and 
ability  of  our  teachers  in  two  different  ways.  Prof.  R.  B. 
C.  Johnson  received  from  his  Alma  Mater,  Princeton  Uni- 
versity, the  degree  of  Ph.  D.,  Magna  Cum  L,aude.  A  con- 
siderable promotion  has  been  offered  to  Prof.  Treadwell  in 
his  election  to  the  Chair  of  Biology  at  Vassar  College  at  an 
advanced  salary,  which  he  has  felt  constrained  to  accept. 
We  are  glad  to  see  the  worth  which  we  have  long  known 
come  to  the  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  others  but  are 
sorry  when  this  recognition  leads  to  the  appropriation  of 
our  treasures,  impoverishing  us  that  others  maybe  enriched. 
I  have  given  careful  consideration  to  the  selection  of  a 
thoroughly  qualified  and  suitable  person  to  occupy  the  chair 
made  vacant  by  this  resignation  and  at  the  proper  time  I 
am  ready  to  submit  to  the  Board  the  results  of  my  investi- 
gations and  to  nominate  a  successor  to  Dr.  Treadwell. 

At  your  last  annual  meeting  Dr.  William  Alexander 
Eckels  was  chosen  by  you  as  professor  of  "The  Greek  Lan- 
guage and  Literature"  for  one  year.  The  excellency  of  his 
work  in  that  department  has  fully  justified  his  selection  and 
I  heartily  recommend  that  his  appointment  be  made  per- 
manent. 

I  regret  to  announce  that  Prof.  Alfred  H.  Upham  desir- 
ing to  better  qualify  himself  for  his  work,  and  in  order  that 
he  may  pursue  advanced  studies  at  the  University  of  Har- 
vard, feels  compelled  to  relinquish  the  work  that  he  has 
been  doing  so  efficiently  during  the  past  two  years.  Inas- 
much as  his  decision  was  made  known  to  me  as  late  as  June 
4th,  I  have  felt  that  the  time  intervening  before  your  meet- 
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ing  was  too  short  to  give  that  careful  consideration  to  the 
choice  of  a  successor  which  the  importance  of  the  action 
demanded.  I  therefore  recommend  that  this  matter  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  President  or  of  the  Advisory  Committee, 
if  that  be  continued,  should  such  a  course  commend  itself 
to  your  wisdom.  Further  on  in  my  report  I  shall  have  oc- 
casion to  discuss  the  general  subject  of  the  organization 
and  management  of  the  Preparatory  Department.  At  this 
point  I  content  myself  with  recommending  wThat  I  believe 
to  be  the  wisest  course  to  pursue  in  the  selection  of  the  ad- 
ditional instructor  that  will  be  required  on  account  of  the 
resignation  of  Professor  Upham.  It  would  add  greatly  to 
the  completeness  of  our  course  and  bring  it  into  more  gen- 
eral favor  with  prospective  students  to  add  to  our  teaching 
force  a  Professor  of  History.  I  urge  that  such  an  addition 
be  made  as  soon  as  the  financial  condition  of  the  University 
in  your  judgment  warrants  such  an  expenditure. 

Prof.  Edward  P.  Thompson,  who  for  the  past  seven 
years  has  filled  the  chair  of  Mathematics  and  Astronomy, 
in  order  that  he  may  pursue  advanced  studies  in  his  depart- 
ment, asks  leave  of  absence  for  one  year  under  the  same 
conditions  that  similar  requests  have  been  granted  in  the 
past.  Professor  Thompson,  during  all  these  years,  has  car- 
ried a  very  heavy  burden  of  work,  having  a  full  schedule  of 
hours,  and  has  brought  to  the  task  a  fullness  of  information 
and  a  ripeness  of  scholarship  in  his  own  particular  depart- 
ment that  entitle  him  to  the  most  considerate  treatment  by 
the  Board.  The  policy  of  granting  these  leaves  of  absence 
to  members  of  the  Faculty  seems  to  have  become  the  settled 
one  of  this  Board,  and,  in  my  judgment,  has  much  to  com- 
mend it,  provided  this  institution  is  to  reap  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  the  Opportunities  thus  given  for  advanced 
study,  but  1  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  this  conces- 
sion should  be  made  under  such  conditions  as  shall  secure 
to  the  University  these  benefits.  I  would,  therefore,  sug- 
gest that  in  the  future  to  secure  such  a  leave  of  absence  any 
professor  must  have  served  at  least  seven   years,    and   that 
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he  shall  obligate  himself  to  hold  his  services  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  University  for  three  years  after  his  return,  un- 
less he  shall  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  University  the 
difference  in  money  between  what  he  paid  for  a  substitute 
and  the  salary  which  he  himself  received.  Some  such  pro- 
vision as  this,  it  seems  to  me,  is  necessary  to  safeguard  our 
own  interests.  But  whatever  the  Board  in  its  wisdom  may 
determine  upon  as  its  future  policy  in  this  matter,  I  most 
earnestly  recommend  that  the  request  of  Professor  Thomp- 
son be  granted,  that  he  be  given  leave  of  absence  for  one 
year  upon  full  salary,  an  instructor  in  his  department  satis- 
factory to  the  President  being  provided  at  his  expense. 

THE  MILITARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Early  in  the  year  I  learned  that  by  making  the  proper 
representations  to  the  U.  S.  Government  it  was  possible  to 
secure  the  detail  of  an  officer  of  the  Regular  Army  to  in- 
struct our  students  in  military  science  and  drill.  Believing 
that  this  would  be  of  considerable  advantage  to  the  Univer- 
sity the  information  was  at  once  communicated  to  the  Advi- 
sory Committee  whom  you  had  authorized  and  empowered 
to  act  for  you  in  the  interim  of  the  meetings  of  the  Board. 
Having  received  their  prompt  and  emphatic  endorsement 
formal  application  was  made  by  them  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  assignment  of  General  Benjamin  P. 
Runkle,  an  honored  and  loyal  son  of  Miami,  to  this  work. 
Our  application  was  favorably  considered  and  the  assign- 
ment made.  The  department  was  fully  organized  and  General 
Runkle  entered  upon  his  duties  at  the  beginning  of  the  sec- 
ond semester.  The  students  entered  upon  this  new  work 
with  interest  and  enthusiasm  and  the  experience  of  the  past 
few  months  has  fully  justified  the  course  taken.  The  fine 
appearance  and  manly  bearing  of  the  students  in  their  uni- 
forms, not  only  when  upon  drill,  but  on  the  street,  has  won 
general  commendation.  Recently  a  careful  inspection  was 
made  by  an  officer  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  War 
Department  and  as  the  testimony  of  an  impartial  and  critical 
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observer  I  am  glad  to  quote   from   the  report  made  by  him 
to  the  War  Department. 

"The  battalion"  (Miami  University  Cadets)  "without 
arms  or  equipments  was  inspected  in  uniform  in  the  gymna- 
sium and  drill  hall.  The  two  companies  were  formed  for 
inspection  in  double  rank,  each  company  containing  eight  sets 
of  fours.  Considering  the  recent  organization  of  the  Military 
Department  and  that  there  has  been  no  drill  under  arms,  the 
bearing  of  the  cadets  at  inspection  was  extremely  good ; 
almost  without  exception  they  preserved  steadiness,  and  few 
faulty  positions  were  observed.  The  uniforms  were  neat 
and  well  fitting."     *     *     *     * 

u After  the  inspection  the  battalion  marched  about  the 
hall,  and  various  movements  were  executed.  Owing  to  the 
cramped  space  (ioo  by  71  feet)  no  great  precision  in  these 
movements  was  practicable,  but  the  zeal  and  interest  taken 
in  the  drill  was  evident.  It  was  observed,  that  the  cadets 
habitually  saluted  properly  in  meeting  officers,  and  stood  at 
attention  in  addressing  them.  The  progress  made  thus  far, 
under  disadvantages,  and  in  so  short  a  time,  is  very  credita- 
ble to  the  Military  Professor  and  to  the  students  of  Miami 
University.  It  is  recommended  that  the  detail  of  a  military 
professor  at  this  institution  be  continued.' ' 

Since  the  report  was  made  from  which  the  above  ex- 
tracts were  taken  a  full  supply  of  guns  has  been  received,  so 
that  the  battalion  is  now  fully  equipped.  While  it  is  impor- 
tant that  it  should  be  generally  known  and  distinctly  under- 
stood that  Miami  University  is  as  far  removed  as  the  antipodes 
from  being  a  military  school,  its  management  and  government 
remaining  what  they  have  always  been,  it  is  believed  that  the 
advantages  of  the  training  given  under  this  department  are 
very  considerable  and  will  be  recognized  and  appreciated  by 
both  students  and  parents.  General  Runkle  is  a  valuable 
accession  to  the  Faculty  and  outside  of  his  own  department 
duties,  his  unfaltering  devotion  to  his  Alma  Mater  and  zeal 
in  the  promotion  of  her  interests  have  been  an  arm  of 
Strength.  The  suggestions  contained  in  his  report  are 
worthy  of  careful  consideration.  What  he  recommends  in 
regard  to  the  relation  of  his  work  and  that  of  the  Physical 
Director  is  considered  under  the  head  of  Athletics.  I  re- 
commend that  the  action  taken  by  the  Advisory  Committee 
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in  the  establishment  of  this  department  be  approved  and 
that  General  Benjamin  Piatt  Runkle  be  elected  Professor  of 
the  Chair  to  be  known  as  that  of  "Military  Science  and 
Tactics.' ' 

THE  STUDENTS. 
The  total  enrolment  of  students  for  the  entire  year  is 
141,  one  having  entered  since  the  publication  of  the  annual 
catalogue.  These  are  classified  as  follows:  Seniors,  16; 
Juniors  20,  Sophomores  13,  Freshmen  27,  total  in  the  Col- 
legiate department  76;  Third  Year  Preparatory,  21;  Second 
Year,  19;  First  Year,  16;  making  a  total  of  56  in  the  Pre- 
paratory Department;  Irregular  and  Special  students  9. 
While  the  whole  number  of  students  in  attendance  at  any 
time  during  the  year  is  seven  less  than  last  year  with  that 
exception  it  is  the  largest  of  any  year  since  the  reopening, 
and  when  account  is  taken  of  the  fact  that  a  change  of  admin- 
istration took  place  upon  the  very  eve  of  the  opening  in  the 
fall  there  is  every  reason  for  encouragement  at  the  result. 
It  is  worthy  of  notice  also  that  the  attendance  has  been 
quite  uniform  throughout  the  year,  very  few  having  been 
compelled  from  any  cause  to  discontinue  their  studies. 
The  large  increase  in  the  proportion  of  those  who  are  pur- 
suing regular  courses  and  those  who  are  in  the  college 
classes  is  especially  gratifying.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
speak  in  terms  of  the  highest  commendation  of  the  conduct 
of  the  students  throughout  the  entire  year.  Among  so 
many  there  of  course  have  been  some  who  have  not  mani- 
fested as  much  interest  and  zeal  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
studies  as  we  could  wrish  for,  but  these  have  been  compara- 
tively few  in  number.  There  have  been  few  incidents  that 
in  the  judgment  of  the  president  have  called  for  public  re- 
proof, warning  or  even  notice  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  report 
that  during  the  entire  year  not  a  single  case  of  discipline 
has  demanded  the  attention  of  the  Faculty.  Personally  I 
feel  under  great  obligations  to  the  students  for  the  consider- 
ation and  uniform  courtesy  with  which  they  have  treated 
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their  new  president  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  have 
responded  to  every  suggestion.  Sufficient  data  are  not  at 
hand  to  estimate  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  what  the  at- 
tendance will  be  next  year.  The  old  students  however 
quite  generally  express  an  intention  of  returning  in  the  fall 
and  a  considerable  number  of  new  students  are  promised,  so 
that  the  outlook  for  the  future  is  at  least  hopeful. 

THE  PREPARATORY  DEPARTMENT. 

A  vacancy  occurring  in  the  Principalship  of  this  de- 
partment and  a  necessity  thus  arising  for  a  reorganization 
of  this  branch  of  the  work  make  the  present  an  opportune 
time  to  consider  carefully  and  to  define  clearly  the  plan  of 
organization  and  management  of  this  department  and  its  re- 
lation to  the  other  departments  and  to  the  general  life  of 
the  University.  There  are  two  general  plans  which  have 
been  followed  in  different  places  each  of  which  has  its 
advantages  and  under  certain  conditions  is  the  best.  One 
establishes  a  Preparatory  school  or  Academy  by  itself 
separate  and  distinct  from  everything  else,  with  a  responsi- 
ble head  and  subordinate  teachers  working  independently, 
free  from  all  outside  superintendence  and  control.  Where 
the  arrangement  of  buildings  is  such  that  the  students  at 
this  stage  of  their  studies  can  be  completely  isolated  so  that 
in  their  lodgings,  their  recitations,  their  chapel  services  and 
all  assemblies  they  constitute  a  distinct  and  separate  body, 
this  is  perhaps  the  proper  plan  but  even  under  such  circum- 
stances if  it  is  designed  to  fit  students  for  entrance  to  the 
classes  of  any  particular  college  the  work  that  it  is  doing 
should  be  carefully  adjusted  to  that  of  the  institution  for 
which  it  is  designed  to  be  a  feeder.  These  conditions  cer- 
tainly are  not  the  ones  prevailing  in  Miami  University. 
We  have  not  yet  reached  such  numbers  in  the  college  class- 
es that  we  can  cut  off  all  preparatory  work  and  more  than 
that  there  is  such  irregularity  and  uncvenness  in  the  quali- 
fications and  attainments  of  those  entering  the  University 
that  a  very  large   proportion    of   those   taking   up   college 
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work  have  one  or  more  branches  in  which  their  preparation 
is  deficient  so  that  they  are  compelled  to  invoke  the  aid  of 
the  preparatory  department  to  bring  them  up  to  the  stan- 
dard. Therefore  we  have  not  an  academy  or  a  preparatory 
school  btfTa  Preparatory  Department  of  the  University.  It 
was  not  intended  that  it  should  stand  by  itself  but  that  it 
should  be  a  part  of  a  larger  whole,  its  work  being  tributary 
and  subordinate  to  that  of  the  University.  The  efficiency 
of  its  work  in  my  opinion  is  very  largely  dependent  upon 
this  plan  being  rigidly  adhered  to  and  consistently  carried 
out.  The  teachers  of  the  various  branches  taught  therein 
should  be  assistants  of  the  professors  having  charge  of  the 
same  branches  in  the  University  courses,  acting  under  their 
supervision  and  direction.  By  this  means  the  superior  at- 
tainments of  those  in  the  higher  and  usually  better  paid 
positions  are  utilized  for  the  improvement  and  strengthen- 
ing of  those  who  are  less  thoroughly  furnished  and  have 
had  less  experience  along  those  special  lines.  And  more  than 
this  unity  of  plan  and  harmony  of  effort  is  preserved  through- 
out the  whole  course  from  the  bottom  to  the  top.  Under 
any  other  arrangement  there  is  apt  to  be  a  disjointed  inhar- 
monious system  of  instruction,  the  parts  of  which  instead  of 
strengthening  weaken  each  other.  This  as  I  understand  it 
has  very  largely  been  the  policy  pursued  by  Miami  Uni- 
versity and  I  trust  that  it  will  not  only  be  maintained  but 
consistently  developed  to  the  fullest  extent.  You  have  re- 
peatedly elected  Principals  of  the  Preparatory  Department, 
but  if  I  understand  the  history  of  the  institution,  for  the 
most  part  at  least  they  have  been  Principals  only  in  name. 
To  my  mind  however  it  is  to  say  the  least  questionable 
whether  it  is  wise  to  preserve  a  title  which  seems  to  confer 
an  authority  which  was  not  intended  to  be  conferred.  I 
invite  the  careful  consideration  of  the  board  to  this  whole 
subject  and  urge  that  a  definite  policy  be  adopted  and 
strictly  adhered  to.  So  far  as  the  matter  comes  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  and  is  left  to  his  discretion  he  will 
insist  upon  this  unification  of  plans  and  methods  in  all  the 
work  of  the  Preparatory  Department. 
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ATHLETICS. 

In  the  report  of  the  professor  of  Military  Science  at- 
tention is  called  to  the  fact  that  in  the  exercises  which, 
according  to  the  regulations  of  the  army,  he  is  required  to 
give  the  cadets,  there  is  included  very  much  that  the 
Physical  Director  has  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  in  his 
training  classes.  It  would  seem  to  be  not  only  unnecessary 
but  unwise  to  require  this  repetition  of  the  same  work 
under  the  control  of  two  different  persons.  I  therefore 
recommend  that  where  the  work  of  the  two  departments 
coincides  and  only  at  such  points  it  be  placed  in 
charge  of  the  physical  director  under  the  supervision 
and  control  of  the  professor  of  Military  Science. 

The  Athletic  Association  inherited  a  considerable  debt 
from  the  previous  year  due  largely  to  the  cancelling  by  the 
Faculty  of  contracts  made  with  various  ball  teams 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  These  contracts  were 
pretty  generally  made  with  the  guarantee  of  a  forfeit 
in  case  of  failure  so  that  debts  were  thus  incurred  which  the 
association  has  never  been  able  to  pay.  These  have  been 
slightly  increased  during  the  present  year  so  that  the  finan- 
cial standing  of  the  association  is  far  from  creditable  to  the 
University.  It  has  seemed  to  the  Faculty  that  the  financial 
difficulties  are  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  the  management 
of  the  ball  teams  is  in  the  hands  of  inexperienced  students 
and  therefore  they  have  recommended  that  it  be  made  a 
part  of  the  duties  of  the  Physical  Director  to  manage  these 
teams.  It  wrould  also  seem  as  though  the  work  of 
training  for  these  ball  games  might  properly  be  placed  in 
his  hands  thus  obviating  the  necessity  of  hiring  each  year 
a  coach  for  a  considerable  sum,  who  is  altogether  unknown 
and  whose  influence  over  the  students  may  be  far  from 
wholesome  and  his  work  prove  a  failure. 

THE  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  O.  B.  Finch  who  for  several  years  had  served  the 
University  in  the  twofold  capacity  of  librarian  and  instruct- 
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or  in  the  Preparatory  Department  was  by  direction  of  the 
Advisory  Committee  relieved  of  his  duties  in  the  library  at 
the  beginning  of  the  college  year  that  he  might  give  his 
whole  time  to  teaching.  At  the  same  time  Rev.  Wm. 
J.  McSurely,  D.  D.,  was  chosen  Librarian.  The  latter 
not  being  able  to  assume  the  duties  of  the  office  at  once, 
Miss  Anna  J.  Bishop  was  employed  to  serve  in  the  mean- 
while. The  trust  was  carefully  administered  by  her  until 
the  beginning  of  the  calendar  year  when  the  new  librarian 
began  his  work.  Bringing  to  the  task  literary  culture,  a 
wide  acquaintance  with  books  and  the  ripened  fruits  of  long 
experience  his  services  in  this  position  have  been  a  great 
gain  to  the  University.  I  earnestly  recommend  his  election 
by  you  as  permanent  librarian.  Your  attention  is  called  to  his 
very  full  and  carefully  prepared  report  and  to  the  various  sug- 
gestions, which  he  makes  for  the  regulation  of  his  work. 
I  recommend  that  the  request  made  by  the  Faculty  a  year 
ago  for  the  appropriation  of  Fifty  Dollars($5o)  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books  for  the  benefit  of  each  department  and  grant- 
ed by  you  then  be  made  the  rule  of  distribution  the  pres- 
ent year  under  such  regulations  and  limitations  as  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Board  may  seem  wisest  and  best.  I  fur- 
ther recommend  that  the  Librarian  be  made  the  purchasing 
agent  and  that  all  orders  for  new  books  be  made  through 
him. 

THE  JOSEPH  B.  TITUS  PRIZE. 

The  Military  Department  has  been  made  the  recipient  of 
a  handsome  donation  at  the  hands  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  B. 
Titus,  A.  M.,  of  the  Class  of  1858.  He  has  provided  for  a 
gold  medal  to  be  presented  to  the  most  accomplished  cadet 
below  the  rank  of  commissioned  officers.  The  medal  will 
be  awarded  to  the  cadet  making  the  best  average  record  for 
class  standing,  moral  character,  gentlemanly  deportment  and 
proficiency  in  military  work  theoretical  and  practical. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  shows  that  during  the  past 
year  the  lighting  of  our  buildings  and  grounds  has  involved 
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an  expenditure  of  about  $650.  Earnest  effort  has  been  made 
to  keep  this  expense  item  as  low  as  possible  and  to  avoid  all 
needless  waste,  and  yet  the  figures  have  mounted  upward. 
After  frequent  conferences  with  those  who  have  charge  of 
the  local  electric  plant  which  supplies  us  with  light,  I  have 
from  them  the  promise  of  a  considerable  reduction  in  rates 
for  the  coming  year,  which  may  lessen  our  bills  somewhat, 
and  yet  the  quantity  of  light  used  will  very  materially  in- 
crease with  the  renting  of  additional  rooms  in  the  dormito- 
ries. There  are  those  who  think  that  it  would  be  economy 
for  the  University  to  install  its  own  electric  light  plant  be- 
lieving that  during  that  part  of  the  year  when  our  steam 
heating  plant  is  in  operation,  the  manufacture  of  our  light 
would  entail  very  little  additional  cost.  The  question  cer- 
tainly is  deserving  of  very  careful  investigation  and  study 
upon  the  part  of  the  Board,  and  I  feel  sure  it  will  receive 
this  treatment  at  your  hands. 

UNIVERSITY   BUILDINGS. 

A  year  ago  when  improvements  were  made  in  the 
dormitories  the  work  was  stopped  before  all  the  changes 
planned  were  completed  in  the  South  Dormitory;  It  would 
seem  as  though  the  conveniences  placed  in  the  North  Dormi- 
tory should  be  put  in  the  South  Dormitory  also,  so  long  as 
the  rents  are  the  same  in  both  buildings. 

Professor  Hughes  complains  of  the  serious  inconvenience 
experienced  by  his  classes  on  account  of  the  imperfect 
ceiling  overhead  and  the  sifting  of  dirt  through  it.  The 
coining  off  of  the  plastering  in  the  first  story  of  the  Gym- 
nasium is  a  constant  annoyance  and  gives  to  the  building 
an  untidy  and  dilapidated  appearance  far  from  creditable. 
The  rooms  upon  this  floor  should  be  ceiled  overhead  with 
either  wood  or  metal  as  soon  as  possible.  When  the  addi- 
tions and  changes  in  the  main  building  were  made  a  year 
ago,  the  points  of  junction  between  the  new  and  the  old 
building!  and  the  scars  made  by  changes  in  internal  ar- 
rangements of  rooms  and  halls  were   left  unconcealed.     It 
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would  add  greatly  to  the  appearance  of  this  building  if 
these  blemishes  were  effaced.  If  it  is  thought  best  to 
move  the  library  to  the  large  room  on  the  first  floor  of  the 
main  building  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  erection  of  shelving  and  the  transfer  of  the 
books.  It  would  also  be  well  at  the  same  time  to  have  a 
door  made  in  the  east  wall  of  the  building  so  that  the 
library  may  become  accessible  in  the  evenings  without  the 
necessity  of  throwing  open  the  entire  building.  The  class 
rooms  in  the  east  wing  have  never  been  supplied  with  black- 
boards and  suitable  chairs,  while  almost  all  the  rooms  need 
window  shades.  I  recommend  that  these  defects  be  sup- 
plied as  soon  as  possible. 

THE  TIME  OF  COMMENCEMENT. 

The  standing  rule  of  the  Board  fixes  the  third  Thurs- 
day in  June  as  the  time  of  Commencement.  This  may 
occur  as  early  in  the  month  as  the  15th  or  as  late  as  the 
2 1  st,  there  being  a  variation  of  nearly  a  week.  This  year 
according  to  the  rule  Commencement  would  have  occurred 
on  the  2 1st  had  not  the  Advisory  Committee  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Faculty  set  the  day  a  week  earlier.  If  the  rule 
were  changed  so  that  instead  of  "the  third  Thursday' ' 
it  should  read  "the  Thursday  occurring  on  or  nearest  to 
the  15th  of  June"  these  wide  variations  in  the  time  would 
be  avoided.  Without  making  any  recommendation  your 
attention  is  invited  to  this  subject. 

DEGREES. 

The  Faculty  has  resolved,  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  to  confer  the  following  degrees. 
Your  assent  to  their  action  is  invoked  : 

The  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  upon  the  following  mem- 
bers of  the  class  of  1900: 

Miss  Elizabeth  Charles  Beaton,  Oxford. 

Alexander  Steele  Beatty,  Greenfield. 

Miss  May  Ada  Gerber,  Oxford. 

Paul  Maurice  Hooven,  Hamilton. 
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Roy  Temple  House,  Oxford. 
William  Renick  Hughey,   Frankfort. 
William  Henry  James  Jr.,  Springdale. 
Leo  Carlton  Maxwell,  Liberty,  Ind. 
Gordon  Frank  McKim,  Burlington,  Ky. 
Leroy  Edward  Murphy,  Piqua. 
Edward  Pryor  Pottenger,  Seven  Mile. 
Odin  Leigh  Remington,  Brownsville,  Ind. 
Grafton  Worley  Sullenberger,  Oxford. 
Walter  Collins  Thomas,  Troy. 

The  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  upon  the  following 
members  of  class  of  1900: 

Thomas  Bennet  Coulter,  Oxford. 
Miss  Fanny  Smith,  Home  City. 

The  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  view  of  the  equivalent 
of  a  year's  collegiate  work  and  the  presentation  of  an  ap- 
proved thesis  upon: 

Archibald  Edmund  Layman,  Piqua. 

The  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  in  course  upon: 

Elmer  Barton  Finch,  Oxford. 

Bachelor  of  Arts,  Miami  University,  1890. 

Samuel  Alexander  Stephenson,  Gt.  Falls,  Montana. 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  Miami  University,  1891. 

The  degree  of  Master  of  Arts   (Causa  Honoris)  upon: 
Charles  McGuffey  Hepburn,  Cincinnati. 

Bachelor  of  Arts,  Davidson  College  1878. 

Horace  A.  Irvin,  Dayton. 

Student  of  Miami  University  1871-72. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  upon 

Rev.  William  Burgett  Irwin,  Steubenville. 

Bachelor  of  Arts,  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  1884. 

Rev.  John  Hampden  Thomas,  Oxford. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  upon: 

Rev.  David  Steele,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

liachelor  of  Arts,  Miami  University,  1857, 
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The  appropriations  made  in  June  1899  and  supplement- 
ed April  1900,  were 
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APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  NEXT  YEAR. 

In  the  department  of  Chemistry  and  Physics,  Professor 
Hughes,  to  meet  what  he  regarded  as  the  absolute  needs  of 
his  work,  paid  out  of  his  own  purse  in  excess  of  his  ap- 
propriation $275. 

I  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $700  be  appropriated  for 
next  year,  this  amount  to  include  the  $275  advanced  by 
him. 

In  the  department  of  Biology  I  recommend  the  ap- 
propriation of  $500,  I  also  recommend  that  each  of  these 
departments  be  granted  an  assissant,  to  cost  not  more  than 
$75  each. 

In  the  department  of  Mathematics  und  Astronomy  I 
recommend  the  appropriation  of  $150, 
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For  the  Military  Department  I  recommend  the  ap- 
propriation of  $300.  \ 

Professor  Langsdorf  asks  for  $50.00  for  the  department 
of  "Latin  language  and  Literature."  I  recommend  that  the 
rcquesfbe  granted. 

^he  following  topics  are  suggested  for  appropriations: 

1 .     Salaries  of  Professors. 

£.     Salary  of  Instructor  in  Elocution. 

3.  Salary  of  Physical  Director. 

4.  Salaries  of  Instructors  and  Tutor  in  Preparatory 
Department. 

5.  Salary  of  Librarian. 
'6.     Salary  of  Treasurer. 

7     Salary  of  Secretary  of  the  Board. 

8.  Department  of  Biology  and  Geology. 

9.  I  Department  of  Physics  and  Chemistry:1  •' 

10.  department  of  Mathematics  and  Astronomy. 

11.  Departments  of  Military  Science. 

12.  ^Athletic  Department. 

13.  Expenses  of  Trustees. 

14.  ]  The  President's  Expenses. 

15.  Incidental  Expenses. 

16.  Repairs  of  Buildings. 

17.  Care  of  Grounds. 

18.  Engineer  and  Assistant. 

19.  Janitor  Service. 

20.  Printing  and  Advertising, 

2 1 .  /Coal. 

22.  Electric  Lighting. 

23.  The  Library. 

24.  Commencement  Expenses. 

25.  Anniversary  Volume. 

26.  Any  improvements  ordered. 

With  devout  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  favor  which 
He  MS  vouchsafed  unto  us  arid  grateflif  acknowledgment 
of  the  uniform  courtesy  of  students,  Faculty  aud  Trustees 
this  riejidrt  is'  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  with  great 
respect 

Your  Obedient  Servant    . 
DAVID  STANTON  TAPPAN. 
June  7th,   1900.  ii: 

The  following  additions  liaive  bden  made  totfoe  library 
of  the  University  during  the  year  ending  June  jst  1900: 
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Magazines  Bound  and  Catalogued. 

Scribners 2 

Forum 3 

North  Amer.  Review 3 

Harpers.... 2 

Century 2 

Atlantic 2 

Nineteenth  Century i£ 

Contemporary  Review 34 

Educational   Review 2 

The  Ration 2 

Fortnightly  Review .  10 

Review  o(  Reviews • —  16 

Miami  Catalogue "1 

Mia^ni  .Styide^nt,. 3 

Engineering 2 

American  Chemical  Journal '.. 1 

Journal  of  Geology 1 

Journal  Royal  Mic  Society 1 

Quar.  Journal  Mic  Science * *.. 1 

Popular  Science  Monthly '.  2 

Electric  Engineer  :.: 2 

Political  Science  Quarterly I 

Physical  Review 5 

American  Journal  of  Philology 1 

American  Math.  Society...*....^. 2 

English  Historical  Review  1 

Revue  des"  deux  Mondes 6 

Biologisches  Central-blatt 1 

Anatornischef  Airzweig-er ; 1 

Jahrbucher  Philologie . «...  2 

Chemisches  Central— Blatt 16 

Neue  Jahrbucher 2 


Vols. 


Total 145  Vols. 

Books. 


Lehrbuch  der  Algebra,  2  vols. 
Histology.  Technik. 
Anatomischer  Anzweiger. 
Physikalosche  Technil;,  2  vols,  by 

Frick. 
Bruun's  Geschicte  ste. 
Schrifttafe.lnr  by  August. 
SchiU^ts  Collected  Works,  6  vols. 
German   National    literature,   21 

vols. 
Grundriss  der  Ger.  Philologie,  by 

Paul. 
Korner's  Works,  vols.  1,  2,  3,  4'. 
Hoffman's  \yorks,  vols.  1  to  15. 
Suderman's  Works,  9  vols. 
Wildenbruch's.Qedichte,  6  vols. 


Richl's  Gedichte,  2  vols. 
Upland's  Collected  Works,  3  vols. 
Kleist/s  "  il       2    " 

Stifter's  "  "       3  " 

Deutsche  Volkskunde,  by  Meyer. 
"        Dichtung,  etc.,  by  feartelg 
VAnnece  Biologique,  3  vols. 
Theorie  des  Nombres. 
Iv'Inflne  Mathematique. 
Vogt's  Algebrique. 
D'Arithmetique. 
Structure  du  Protoplasm. 
Coves  de  Physique,  2  vols. 
Works  of  Victor  "Hugo,  80  vols. 
Histoire  de  la  L,angue'Iyit.  Fran- 
caise,  by  Julleville. 
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Philosophy  of  Arithmetic,  by  Brooks 
Foundations  of  Zoology,  V 

Embryology    of    Invertebrates,    by 

Korschelt. 
History  of  Romanticism,  by  Beers. 
Works  of  Byron,  vol.  3. 
Cruise  of  the  Cachelot. 
Hist.  Elementary  Meth.  by  Cajore. 
Morgan's  Calcullus. 
Elementary  Meteorology,  by  Davis. 
Appleton's  Annual  Cyclopedia. 
Calcullus  for  Engineers,  by  Perry. 
Pure  Geometry,  by  Russell. 
Treatise  on    Universal  Algebra,   by 

Whitehead. 
Mathematical  Essays,  by  Schubert. 
Constructive  Geometry,  etc.,  Eagles. 
Plaster  Casts,  etc.,  by  Frederic, 
Plane  Trigonometry,  by  Hobson. 
Treatise  on  Fourier's  Series,  by  By- 

erly. 
Algebra  of  Logic,   by  Mac  Farlane, 
Photographic  Surveying. 
Number  System  of  Algebra,  byFrine 
Packerd's  Entomology,  etc. 
Natural  History  of  Insects,  by  Sharp 
O'Brine's  laboratory  Guide. 
Experimental   Morphology,   2  vols., 

by  Davenport. 
Blue  Book  of  American  Shipping. 
Concerning  Structural  Steel. 
Embryology    of    Invertebrates,     by 

Korschelt. 
Formation   of  Vegetable   Mould,  by 

Darwin. 
Principles    of  Biology,    2    vols.,    by 

Spencer. 
For  Military  Dept.,  9  vols. 
Sources  of  English  History,  by  Colby 
History  of  England,  3  vols.,  by  Tout 

nnd  Powell. 
Story   of  En  gland   in    10th  Century, 

2  vols,  by  McCarthy. 
Peasant!  Rising  rind  the  Lollards,  by 

Powell. 
Political  History  bf  Eu  rope,  by  Seig- 

nolus. 
History  Of  People  of  the  Netherlands 

vol.  2,  by  Blok. 
Holland  and  the  Hollanders,  by  Mel- 
drum. 
Italy  and  Her  Invad*  rs,  vols.  7  and  B, 

by  Hodgfcin. 
Th<-  Evr  of  the  Reformation,  by  Gas- 
ouet 


Melancthon,  by  Richard. 

Principles  of  Literary  Criticism,  by 
Winchester. 

History  of  Lit.  Crit.  in   the  Renais- 
sance, by  Spingatn. 

Triumphs  and  Wonders  of  the  19th 
Century,  by  Boyce, 

Amer.  Ephemeris  for  1900. 

Oligochaeta,  by  Beddard. 

Teaching  of    Ele.    Math.,    by  D.  E- 
Smith. 

History  of  People  of  the  U.  S.,  vol.  5, 
by  McMaster. 

Origin  of  Homeric  Poems,  by  Bonitz 

The  Iliad,  by  Leaf. 

Grammar   of   Homeric    Dialect,    by 
Monroe. 

Pictorial  Atlas  to  Odyssey,  by  En- 
j     gelman. 

Heroditus,  Book  VI,  by  Strachan. 

Hereditus  and  Empires  of  the  East, 
by  Tolman. 

Bibliotheca  Classica,  vols.  1  and  2,  by 
Long. 

Analysis    and    Summary  of  Thucy- 
1     dides,  by  Wheeler. 

History  of  Greek  Lit.,  by  Jevons. 

Crabbe's  Poems. 

Letters  and  Life  of  Edw.  Fitzgerald. 
3  vols. 

Map  of  Life,  by  Leekey. 

Ancient     Philosophy,     by    Winder- 
house. 

The  Market  Place. 

'.Methods   of    Knowledge,  by  Walter 
Smith, 

Studies  of  Men,  by  Smalley. 

Man's  Value  to  Society,  by  Hillis. 

Thactatus  of  Plato. 

From  Comte  to  Kidd,  by  Mackintosh. 

Catholicism,  by  Fairburn, 

System  of  Ethics,  by  Thilly. 

Memoirs  of  Huxley,  vol.  3,  Foster 

Theory  of  Reality,  by  Ladd. 

Naturalism  aud  Aguosticism,  2  vols., 
by  Ward. 

The  Story  of  France,  vol.  2,  by  Wat- 
son. 

B&racineSCa,  2  vols  ,  by  Crawford. 

Pompeii,  Its  Life  and  Art,  by  Man. 
1  Soeial   Laws,  by  Tarde. 

[,ife  and  Letters  of  Faraday,  2  vols., 

by  Jours. 
Life  Beyond  Death,  by  Savage. 
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Scientific    Demonstration  of  Future 
Ivife,  by  Hudson. 

Elements  of  Psychology,  by  Baldwin 

History  of  Rome, '6  vols.,  by  Duruy. 

Dictionary  of  National  Biography,  4 
vols  ,  by  Lee. 

Philosophical  Theory  of  the  State,  by 
Bosanquet. 

Universal  Cyclopedia,  12  vols. 

Beginnings  of  literary  Culture,  etc., 
by  Venable. 

Masterpieces   of  E.    D.    Baker,     by 
Shuck. 

Columbian  Historical  Novels,  12  vols, 
by  Musick. 

Christian   Missions  and  Social  Pro- 
gress, 2  vols.,  by  Dennis. 

Life  and  Services  of  E-  M.  Stanton,  2 
vols.,  by  Gorham. 

History    of   Modern    Philosophy    in 
France  by  Levy-Bruhl. 
Works  of  Nietzsche  vols.,  Sand  10. 

Herman  Von  Helemholtz  by  Mc-Ken-  . 
drick. 

Theism    in    the    Light    of    Present 
Science,etc  by  Iverach 

Our  Life  After  Death  by  Chambers. 

Greek  Verbs  by  Veitch. 

Sounds  and  Inflections  of  Greek  Dia- 
lects by  Smyth. 

Shakespeare  vol. ,  xii  by  Furness. 

Fundamental   Ideas  of  Christianity 
2  vols.,  by  Caird. 

Psychology  of  Religion  by  Starbuck. 

Prompt  Aid  to  the  Injured  by  Doty. 

Notes  on  Military  Hygiene  by  Wood- 
hull. 

Analysis  and  Summary  of  Heroditus 
by  Wheeler. 

Appreciations     and     Addresses    by 
Lord  Roseberry. 

Erasmus  by  Emerton. 

Legends  of  Switzerland  by  Guerber. 

Heroditos  by  Sayce. 

The  Butterfly  Book  by  Holland. 

Different  Forms  of  Flowers  by  Dar- 
win. 

Insectiverous  Plants  by  Darwin. 

Cross  and  Self  Fertilization  by  Dar- 
win. 

John  of  Barneveld  2  vols.,  by  Motley. 

David  Harum  by  Wescott. 

Redemption    of    David    Corson    by 
Goss. 


Prisoners  of  Hope  by  Johnston. 
To  Have  and  to  Hold  by  Johnston. 
Janice  Meredith,  by  Ford. 
When  Knighthood  Was  in  Flower, 

by  Major. 
Richard  Carvel,  by  Churchill. 
Manual    of    Physical    Drill,     by 

Butts. 
Firing  Regulations,  etc.,  by  Blunt 
Guard  Manuel,  etc. 
Ethics  and  Religion,  by  Seeley. 
Introduction  to  Ethics,  by  Urilly. 
Dreams  of  a  Spirit-Seer,  by  Kaut. 
Inorganic    Preparations,    by  Re- 

nouf. 
Xenophon   Hellenica,   Books  1  to 

10.  by  Manatt. 
Thucydides  History  of  Pelop  War, 

by  Bigg. 
Homer  and  the  Epic,  by  Lang. 
Homeric  Hymns,  by  I,ang. 
Polybius  Hist,  of  Achean  L,eague. 
Plutarch's  L,ife  of  Pericles. 
Electric  Toy-Making,  by  Sloane. 
Electricity  Simplified,  by  Sloane. 
How  to  Become  a  Successful  Elec- 
trician, by  Sloane. 
Opportunity  and  Other  Essays,  by 

Bishop  Spalding. 
Theodore  Beza,  by  Baird. 
Pope's  Poetical  Works,  by  Ward. 
IModern  Italy,  by  Orsi. 
The  United  Kingdom,  vols.  1  and 

2,  by  Goldwin  Smith. 
Goethe's  Faust,  vols.  1  and  2,  Tr. 

by  Bayard  Taylor. 
Charlemange,  by  Pavis. 
Alexander,  by  WJie^eler. 
Life  of  W.  H,  Seward,  2  vols,   by 

Bancroft. 
East    Tennessee    and    the     Civil 

War,  by  Temple. 
a  Little  Book   of  Western  Verse  by 

Eugene  Field. 
A  Second  Book  of  Verse  by  Eugene 

Field. 
Constitutional  and  Political  History 

of  Rome  by  Taylor. 
Destruction    of    Ancient    Rome  by 

Lanciani 
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Empress  Octavia  by  Wallorth. 
Oliver  Cromwell  by  Firth, 
Ivife  of  Marie  Antoinette  by  Yonge. 
History  of  City  of  Rome  etc.,  vols., 
7,  Part  i  and  2  by  Gregorovirus. 


logarithmic  and  Trigometric  Tables 

by  Wentworth.  ]tj 

Voices  of  Freedom  by  Dresser. 

■  ■  ►  •  .  Total  385  vols. 


In  addition  we  have  received  some  12  vols,  donated  by 
the  state  of  Otiio  arid  298  vols,  donated  by  the  General 
Government.  v    !   !         !      '* -' 

The  entire  number  of  volumes  catalogued  this  year  is 
840.  •    » 

The  following  books  have  been  donated  to  the  Library 
during  the  past  year: 

Life  of  David  MacDill  D.D.,  donated  by  the  author,  Rev.  M. 
Morrison  D.D.,  class  of  1848. 

Early    Macinac)    Donated  by  the  author  Mead  C.  Williams,  D.D. 

"A  Year  Abroadf  class  of  1861.  u,      •■■■,-  mlt:      ,  iUt: 

Western  Monthly  Magazine.  David  R.  Moore  D.D.,  class  of 
1871. 

Annual  Report  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Minnesota  Plant  Life;  donated 'by  the  author  Prof.  Conway 
McMillan.  ,H"  -   - 

Anriual  Meetings  National  Educational  Asaociation. 

Clarke's  Edition  of  'Homer's*  Iliad  and  Odyssy  (printed  in  1758) 
donated  by  heirs  Hon.  Thos.  Millikin. 

In  Memoriam— Thos.  Millikin,  donated  by  his  grandson  T.  M. 
Van  Derveer.  j  *  ftl 

Scribners'  Statistical  Atlas  of  the  U.  S. 

2nd  Annual  Register  of  Society  of  Colonial  wars  in  Ohio.  Fac- 
ing the  Twentieth  Century,  donated  by  the  American  Municipal 
League. 

John  Winthrop,  the  Younger,  donated  by  the  Ipswich  Hist'l  Soc. 
Address  at  the  Unveiling  of  Franklin's  Statue  at  Philadelphia. 

Natural  History  Survey  of  Minnesota. 

Memoranda  concerning  Sheldon  Jackson  D.D. 

Ecclesiastical  Discipline,  by  F.  C.  Monfort,  D.D. 

Ten  No- License  Years  In  Cambridge,  Mass.,  donated  by  the 
Citizen's  No  License  Committee. 


